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- UNLV students learn

~ golf-industry professions

. Golf Management Program offers several career paths

By Chris Cawthern
Photos by Bennie Palmore

L ike many students interested in the golf indus-
try as a career, Alison Lombardo loves the game.

And, after working one summer in an office set-
ting, the Southern Californian realized she wanted
to make a living doing something outside the typical
9-to-5 office setting. She began looking for profes-
sions in the golf industry.

While the east coast had multiple schools with
golf management programs, the west coast only had
a few. Wanting to stay near home and her family,
she discovered a new cur-
riculum at UNLV - the Pro-
fessional Golf Management
(PGM) program.

“l didn’t know what I
wanted to do,” said the 21-
year-old UNLV senior. “I
played golf my whole life
and really wanted to do

Program Director,
Chris Cain

“There’s far more pressu.re then you might
expect,” said Lombardo, who enjoys teaching
Jjuniors the game.

Accordmg to Chnis Cain, the program’s director
last five years, the course of study isn't a
but rather an intensive

curriculum covering a vast array of golf-industry
disciplines.

“Our students learn golf-management skills
and do it through both a classroom and practical
standpoint through internships,” said Cain, whose
program is administered through UNLV’s Leisure
Studies program at William F. Harrah College of
Hotel Administration. “It’s a unique integrated PGA
curriculum and 16 months of internships into a
four-and-a-half-year program.”

Accredited by the Professional Golfers’ Associa-
tion of America, the program offers students a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Recreation with a concen-
tration in Professional Golf Management. Students
must garner 124 credit hours in four primary areas
of study including golf management, general stud-
ies, elective courses and recreation and leisure.

“The program has impressive, well-rounded
classes,” said Gary Xavier, a 24-year-old PGM
student at UNLV. “Golf professions really have so
much more to them than playing golf including
dealing with people, learning to better commu-
nicate, working with budgets and of course the
hospitality aspects.”

Through program facilitation students pass

os across the

“Our Iocal golf community has been wonderful in
offering internships and cven part-time work to our
students,” said Cain, who has nearly 70 students in
various stages of the program.

What the future holds
Just a love of the game isn’t enough to gain ac-
ceptance into the PGM program at UNLV. Students




must have a 2.5 high school grade
point average or higher and a veri-
fied United States Golf Association
handicap of 12 or less or have already
passcd the PAT.

For those who qualify and graduate
with a degree in the program, mul-
tiple careers in golfl await. To gradu-
ate, students must complete all the
required courses and achieve a 2.5
GPA, pass the PAT and complete
PGA/PGM checkpoints for Level 1,
Level T and Level 1.

Students must also finish a 16-
month internship with a minimum of
four weeks in food and beverage man-
agement.

According to Cain, several of the
programs are already working in golf-
industry professions. UNLV’s first
class of students graduated within
the last year.

“We already have a few students [§
working full ime including one as an |
assistant golf professional here in Las &
Vegas,” Cain said.

Professions available to graduates range from For more information about UNLV’s
director of golf, teaching professional, tourna- PGM program, contact the PGM office at
ment director and college golf coach to careers as  (702) 895-2932 or check out its website
merchandise director, golf course development, at www.hotel.unlv.edu/PGM.
head golf professional and director of instruction
responsibilities.
Xavier said thc vanety of go].f mdustry careers

areness of UNLV’s program
spreadmg through word-of-mouth meas by
students and also the school’s presence ih golf
tradeshows and booths at professional golf tour-
naments.

“We may see our enrollment double i in the next
four years,” said Cain.

For Lombardo, she passed one of the {most
difficult hurdles — the playability test — and plans
to graduate in fall 2007 and pursue a carcer as a
teaching profcssional.

“I am so excited to graduate and get started,”
she said. 4



